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To which the God replied, 'in Alankadu thou shalt see ™ dance, and with rapture thou shalt sing.' Then the * •Mother' of K,^,, returned, measuring the ^ still on her head to holy Alankadu. where she beheld the God's sacred dance, and sang her renowned lyrics in his praise_____,
1) Karaikal is a small town held by the French. It is forty-seven miles from Tanjore. Near it is the famous Alankadu (Vataranyam), a forest of banyan trees, where the shrine of the 'Mother' still stands B
The legend illustrates a remarkable feature in the Cmva worship of the south, where devotees are not infrequently adored as having become demons. Doubtless, this is connected with pre-Aryan usages, and the poems attributed to the 'Mother' of Karaikal present the most vivid picture of demon worship with which I am acquainted. It is not difficult to imagine the source of this tradition. We have the picture of a devout and enthusiastic worshipper of Civan who sacrifices everything to the performance of her supposed duties to the god. She is misunderstood by her inappreciative husband, who forsakes her, and finally, with scorn, repudiates her. She has built herself a chapel in the jungle, where she spends her days and nights in prayers and austerities and on her death is worshipped. The legends would soon accumulate, and the poems represent in dramatic form the artistic view of all the circumstances.0
A,    Perhaps a couple of millennia ago.   Ed.
B.    Dr. G. U. Pope's identification of Vataranyam with Tiruvalangkadu is erroneous.   Ed.-
C.    Pope need not have added this note to his narration. and when thou dost perform thy sacred mystic dai beneath thy feet in rapture may I stand and sing thy prai
